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.(suBJECTt MEETING : ;WITH PRESIDENT THIEU OCTOBER 28. > £ 

c ' 4 /5 / / *V * . 13 

"V T nFCTDED 70 MEET-ALONE WITH THIEU ON, THE LATEST. VERSIO N.^ ^ THE,^; yj 
1 0 1 NT"A~NN"01TN'UET1ET3T IN” ORDER TO" HAVfc. A FuLl- «N1) FRATTk TALK ABOUT THE •• J 

• ifl RE LA T ION TO WH E R E HE AND HIS GOVERNMENT STAND. AS WE. MOVE y : $ 

DOW TOWARD i«AT MAY BE AN EARLY AGREEMENT WITH HANOI. BERGER ' | 

-■■ ACCONPAI NED. I ALSO WANTED TO TAKE UP WITH/HIM MY. CONTINUED AND ; •. 

.- GROWING ANNOYANCE' AND IRRITATION WITH FURTHER STATEMENTS AND IN- - ,< 

' -SPIRED LEAKS HERE, WHICH ARE ANYTHING BUT.HELPFUL. - . . • j 

• * • , * . _ • • * 

. f ; ; ( . * ’ ' ♦ •. *Z 

*‘.r> i OPENED BY -SAYING THAT ‘ WASHINGTON WELCOMED HIS AND KY S SUGGES- ^ 
'.. TrONS AT OUR LAST MEETING FOR CHANGES IN THE DRAFT JOINT ANNOUNCEI^Nl ,] 
aNh HAD AMENDED THE LAST VERSIONS "'TO GIVE EFFECT TO THESE CHANGES, 4 
• THE MAIN ONE OF WHICH WAS TO ELABORATE THE’ FOURTH PARAGRAPH TO INCLUDE' 
CERTAIN POINTS ' INTENDED ORGINALLY-TO FIGURE- IN OUR.- PRESIDENT S ACCOM-.>i 

■' PAMYTNf? statement. • •• • •"! ' r•/ v r ‘;*s 

*V''THE RESULT WE THOUGHT WAS -A MUCH BETTER . AND FULLER JOINT ANNOUNCE-. 

MENT FROM EVERY‘POINT OF. VIEW,'AND .I HOPED; IT WOULD MEET ALL THE 7 .-;' V-0 
.'•'* REQUIREMENTS O'F THE" GVN.. I-DID NOT SEE. HOW'WE-COULD. GO; ANY. ;• -y:S 

•-Further; •' • •• •;.• * • . ••••.. •/•- ‘ x . ; : tvi 

B. I WENT-ON ..TO'SAY THATNOW THAT THERE WAS NO.SHADOW OF- DOUBT ^ 

• V ABOUT THE US OR GVN VIEW OF THE NLF ,• IF WE STAND TOGETHER IN . 

THE PARIS MEETING, IF VICE PRESIDENT KY COMES OUT IN PUBLIC 

SUPPORT OF THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT ,' TF THIEU AND KY 3 

• • - AND IF IT IS MADE: CLEAR TO'ALL THAT Tlih GVN IS WILLING. TO TALK T0-^. ; 

•' ANYONE TO DISCOVER A ROAD TO PEACE , I THOUGHT HE WOULD HAVE NO ‘ r ; ^ 
DIFFICULTY WITH HIS PEOPLE IF HE <JOI NED -TALKS-WHICH THE NLF WAS ,-. L:| 
'V ATTENDING, FINALLY I SAID THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE ARE ALREADY 
■' •LOOKING BEYOND : THE TALKS TO THE FUTURE, AND-1 -WOULD. HOPE THAT HE •: 
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a. THIEU READ THE NEW DRAFT and SAID« - w i : DO' NOT SEE HOW WE CAN, - - ' r ;:\ 
ASKlWANYTHrNG MORE.-"- HE-WILL’ DISCUSS^ IT VMiH.KY. and IHE_;• ^ 
f >RTME ~ rt I' NlSTEK ' ; HE AbTOP lF -THERE, WAS ANYTHING NEW.-IN THE TALKS ‘ 

WIT.K HANOI. • ' • • : • ‘ v 

• • * < * » * ^ 

k I HAVE BEEN VAGUE WITH THIEU THIS LAST WEEK ABOUT THE TIMES Tj 

•OF THE PRIVATE MEETINGS AND, IN RESPECT OF SUBSTANCE DISCUSSED,./ T 
I HAVE LIMITED MYSELF TO SAY ING , "THERE' IS NOTHING NEW v _ WE .-.'4 

TfilD HANOI WE WOULD STO P THE J jQJlPING_TV/O..QR.JLUfiFE PAYS J '.•■.’3 

BEFORE THE ME£Tl'W7TND WE ARE-STILL WAITING FOR HANOI TO'GIVE- • • ; yf 
.US A DAT ' eT TREPEATED THIS AGAIN THIS MORNING. THIEU ASKED WHY ; . \yi 
‘WAS ; .HANOI DELAYING SINCE THERE WAS UNDERSTANDING IN PRINCIPLE. .. A 
ALMOST TWO WEEKS AGO, I SAID 1. DIDN'T KNOW, IT MAY BE THAT THEY _< l| 
ARE HAVING TROUBLE WITH- THE NLF,". BERGER INTERJECTED. "IT MAY /j* 

BE THAT THEY ARE StUDYING THE SIGNS OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOU AMD US-: 
WHICH HAVE APPEARED HERE, .AND NOW SEE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DRIVE A : B 
.WEDGE BETWEEN'US,'AND CAPITALIZE-ON-IT,” THIEU SAID THEY WOULD 
•CERTAINLY TRY^TO DO THAT,.. AND THIS GAVE ME. THE OCCASION TO BRlfJG . 

..UP THE SECOND 1 MAIN- ITEM 1 'HAD ON -.MY AGENDA. ' 

6 ■ I SHOWED'A BATCH OF PRESS REPORTS AND EDITORIALS FROM THE' - . 

LOCAL PAPERS. ABOUT SO-CALLED DIFFERENCES, AND QUOTED FROM THEM.' •; J 
•"LET US DE-AMKR1CANIZE THE PEACE," (Ml N .INFORMATION). GVN •-. 

WANTS TWO-SIDED TALKS.” (PRIMIN), "US PRESSURING GVN." "CVN 
'RESISTING US PRESSURE," ETC. . . 

I . • * * j 

■7 . I said ALL'THIS WAS UNCALLED FOR, .UNNECESSARY, AND DANGEROUS. 

-'WHILE HE AND I WERE'.WORKING THINGS OUT QUIETLY,' THE US AUTHORITIES 
WERE SAYING NOTHING, AND IT .WAS’-MOST. UNFORTUNATE THAT THIS S i REAM .-. 

OF STATEMENTS.-CONTINUES HERE. IT'WILL ONLY CONFUSE THE VIETNAMESE > .;1 
AND COULD MAXE TH-INGS MORE DIFFICULT FOR .HIM WHEN - THE MEETINGS '. • . A j 

; OPEN. : \ '. ■ ... v . ' ;;; ' 

2> THIEU WAS -DEFENSIVE AND APOLOGETI C, BLAMING ;IT ON THE PRESSURES A 
OF THE PRESS. ' ' V ! . ' • : 7\" " ' , •• • /' v r) 

V, THIEU ASKED IF HANOI WOULD GIVE US'A DATE BEFORE OUR ELECTION. 

'WE SAID V WE DIDN'T KNOW,.BUT THERE WAS SUCH A .POSSIBILITY, IN WHICH V 4 
’.CASE THE FIRST MEETING MIGHT-WELL TAKE PLACE BEFORE ELECTION DAY-r ; ' 

WHICH WAS A WEEK FROM TOMORROW. . .. ' ' ••'. • ' > ' . ; *. > 

* ’ i • • •" 

'•10, I SAID'WE WERE'UNABLE 1 TO'GO ANY FURTHER IN MEETING THE GVN • • v :< 4 
NEEDS THAN THE DRAFT 'JOINT‘.ANNOUNCEMENT. ALSO, WE ££DLD NOT 
'MEET THEIR REQUEST FOR PRICEDURAL MEETINGS BtFORE THE MAIN MEET- • J 
'• ING. THEY HAD THEREFORE .TO DECIDE WHETHER THEY WERE GOING TO JO.IN j 
THE TALKS OR ; NOT,- AND THEY MIGHT. HAVE 1 TO DECIDE ON SHORT NOTIC^-, I 
; SUGGESTED A JOINT-MEETING WITH KY AND 'THE .FOREIGN' MINISTER THIS ^ % 
ZfTERNOON ToVsEE-IF-' ANY-ISSUES REMAIN.- WJL-kLlJJ —ME£X_A.I—IIM-.HO.UPS r ,1 
I SAID ‘IF. THE GVN' RAISES NEW-CONDITION'S -AND 'DOES NOT JOIN 1 HE • FIRSJ-.* 
MEETINRN -THIEU SHOULD NOT ' UNDERESTIMATE THE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES • --.j 

OF SUCH VdECISIONV'HE SAID- HE. WAS 'AWARE'.OF THEM,. BUT. .THOUGHT VE-;. -; 4 ; 
■WERE, PRETT^.WELLv'AGREEDi.-.NOW.BETWEEN-US. ^JZ 
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THTni THFN A^KED HOW WE THOUGHT THE TALKS WOULD MOVE* WE SAID 

vUsIoJgkt at an early stage Hanoi would-put in. demands: for a . J 

' • ;: rFfi<?F-FiRE FOR THE WITHDRAWAL^ OF THE US AND ALLIED FORCES, AND FOR-.j 
•• rnSflTlOH OR'REVISION OF-THE CONSTITUTION TO PERMIT COALITIONS.. WE | 

5 BE PREPAR1NG 0URSELVES URGENTLY:FOR DEALING WITH THESE ■] 

•SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES. ./ 'j- : • . , :J 

’ .! ; / ^ . •. J 

•• j<? COMMENT J - I THINK WE .’A RE I N! THE CLEAR HERE BUT • WILL KNOW ■ . ij 

■'for ■ cnrnuTi •AFTETrroTrrcrjri *s -joini meeting-, i am for digging in j 

a2 R tSt5 datmt: fiMi p.fiflLTHFV-COME FORWARD WITH’ ANY-CONSTRUCi I Vc. . •/ 
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